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2022 Ice Fishing Jamboree
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 19TH

Mark your calendar for the 2022 Post Lake 
Ice Fishing Jamboree on Saturday, Febru-
ary 19, 2022. Events will occur on both Up-
per Post Lake and Lower Post Lake and at 
the Post Lake Improvement Association 
building at the corner of CTH K and Post 
Lake Drive. On the ice we will have our bag 
raffles and the fishing contest. Cash prizes 
awarded for the longest fish of each of the 
fish species in the adult group and prizes for 
the longest fish in each of the species in the 
kids’ category. At the PLIA building we will 
have our annual cash winter raffle, basket 
raffles, the 50/50 cash raffle as well as great 
food and beverages. All children will receive 
an attendance prize. Great fishing, great 
prizes, great food, great fun! Please join us!

This is our largest fundraising event of the 
year and requires the greatest number 
of volunteers. Volunteers begin assisting 
PLIA Board Members with set-up on Fri-
day morning February 18th at 10:00am. 
Volunteers also help from early Saturday 

morning February 19th until every prize is 
awarded Saturday evening. We then begin 
cleanup on Sunday morning February 20th 
at 10:00 am. It takes over 80 volunteers to 
hold this event. We are truly grateful to all 
our volunteers so that our entire commu-
nity may enjoy a fun-filled day! This event 
would not be possible without volunteers 
and donations. If you would like to volun-
teer or donate please contact us at 715-
777-5470 or PLIAUpNorth@gmail.com.      n 

  Volunteer
ing

 is F UN!

PO BOX 73  |  ELCHO, WI  54428
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President’s Message
As 2021 winds to a close I can’t 
help but think “where did the time 
go and how did it go by so fast?”  
I guess that can be a good thing 
because it may mean that life re-
sumed its’ normal pace after a year 
of most things being cancelled. 
But it may also mean that we were 
so busy “doing” that we didn’t take the time to fully enjoy 
and reflect on what we were doing. Therefore, let’s take a 
few minutes and look back on the year we had.

The PLIA had a pretty good year. We were able to help 
fund the fish sticks project on Post Lake to help improve 
the fish habitat. We had a wonderful Ice Fishing Jamboree 
with great weather, great community turnout and great 
donations. We had a very successful roadside cleanup 
day. (It appears the beverage of choice going west from 
the PLIA building is vodka and Busch Light and going 
east from the PLIA building it is Bud Light.)  We were able 
to enjoy the summertime favorites of the PLIA Summer 
Fun Fest, fireworks over Post Lake and the 4th of July boat 
parade. We had two successful bullhead tournaments and 
an amazing presentation by REGI on the raptor birds in our 
area. We were able to have our annual membership meet-
ings. We have new dimmable LED lights and a new interior 
paint job for the PLIA building. (Special thanks to Dave 
Leslie on the last two items.) Not too bad for an all-volun-
teer group! My special thanks to all the PLIA members that 
volunteered and especially to the PLIA Board of Directors. 
None of these events happen without you.

Personally, it was a wonderful year. Life in the Northwoods 
allowed for some great snowmobiling, boating, and 
4-wheeling in and around the Post Lake area. My wife Aly 
and I were able to enjoy some great Thirsty Thursdays, 
weekends and Sunday Fundays with family and friends, 
all curtesy of the Post Lake area. It truly is an amazing 
place to live.

I hope you were also blessed with a great 2021. We should 
all look forward to 2022 with zest and anticipation. There is 
so much to do and so many opportunities to be had in the 
Post Lake area. I know the view from my window is pretty 
darn good.

Al Wendorf 
PLIA President

PLIA OFFICERS 2020-2021

President................ Al Wendorf. ........................... 608-573-0890 
arwendorf@hotmail.com

Vice President...... Amy Paikowski ..................... 715-777-5470 
amypaikowski@gmail.com

Secretary.............. Carole Ziemendorf ................ 715-350-6054 
ziemendorf@plbb.us

Treasurer................ Dean Ziemendorf  ............... 715-350-6054 
ziemendorf@plbb.us

PLIA BOARD MEMBERS

Dave Brittenham .................................................... 715-581-3138 
britt1219@icloud.com

Nicole Hamann ....................................................... 715-923-1466 
nicole_hamann@yahoo.com

Lisa Hanson .............................................................. 715-610-4120 
lhanson2425@gmail.com

Chris Heinzen .......................................................... 920-819-7299 
cheinzen@jxe.com

Mike Losinski ........................................................... 715-570-9620 
.mlosinski@yahoo.com

Mike Paikowski ....................................................... 715-275-4202 
amypaikowski@gmail.com 

Jerrett Praske ...........................................................715-275-3906 
jpraske@sunsetviewpostlake.com

Kathy Stinson ...........................................................608-345-1929 
 kathymstinson@icloud.com

PLIA Office .............................................................. 715-777-5470 
PLIAUpNorth@gmail.com

Board members, officers, committee chairs and other  
volunteers are always needed, and new members are 
always welcome! Please contact Amy  715-777-5470 
or email us PLIAUpNorth@gmail.com. 

Become more Involved 
in your PLIA!
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NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR BOARD

Nicole Hamann - My husband Aaron 
& I have had a cabin in the Post Lake 
Area for about 4 ½ years. We moved 
up full time in spring of this year; this 
summer we purchased waterfront 
property on the Wolf River just north 
of Upper Post Lake where we plan 
to build our forever home. We enjoy 
hunting, fishing, kayaking and my new 
favorite pontooning! I have a 19 year 
old son & I work remotely from home 
for Bellin Healthcare out of Green Bay 
as an Epic Analyst in the IT Department. 
I am really excited to be a part of the 
PLIA & build even stronger ties to this 
community I love so much.

Lisa Hanson  - I have been able to 
enjoy Post Lake my entire life. Both 
my grandparents & parents have had 
vacation homes on the lake. In 1993 I 
became a full time resident and have 
been blessed to raise 2 wonderful 
children in “god’s country”. Marv & I 
enjoy all that this beautiful place has to 
offer. I’m so happy to have the chance 
to give back to the community that I 
love being a part of.

Thank you!
Special thanks to Carrie Hill for all of 
your past efforts with the newsletter 
& social media. Dave Leslie for 
painting at the PLIA building, Russ 
Prochnow for your generous donation 
to the fireworks fund & Scott Allaire for 
donating topsoil.      n

PLIA PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE
Just as our world changes from time to time the PLIA Board of Directors is proposing a few changes to 
the PLIA By-Laws. These proposed changes are shown below and are being published in this newsletter 
to serve as the official public notice. We will be voting on the proposed By-Law changes at the PLIA Board 
of Directors meeting on January 10, 2022. This Board of Directors meeting is open to the public and all 
PLIA members are welcome to attend and vote on the proposed changes.

1. Change Article V – Meetings, Section 1, item 2 as shown below:
Currently:  The General Membership Meeting will be held the third Saturday in June at 10:00am. At least 
ten (10) members are required to be present in order to form a quorum. The Ice Fishing Jamboree will be 
held on the third Saturday in February. Fun Fest will be held in July. The date for the Fun Fest each year 
depends upon many factors and will be determined at a monthly meeting.

Proposed: The General/Annual Membership meeting will be held on a Saturday in June, July, or August 
at 10:00 am based on a date determined by the PLIA Board. Election of the Board of Directors and  
approval of proposed budget and expenditures will occur at this meeting. At least ten (10) members are 
required to be present at the General/Annual Meeting in order to form a quorum. The Ice Fishing Jamboree 
will be held on the third Saturday in February. Fun Fest will be held in June, July or August based on a 
date determined by the PLIA Board.

2. Eliminate Article V – Meetings, Section 1, Item 4 
Currently: The Annual Membership Meeting will be held on the third Saturday in August at 10:00 am. At 
least ten (10) members are required to be present in order to form a quorum.

Proposed:  Eliminate this item because it is now combined into one summer meeting per the proposed 
new Article V – Meetings, Section 1, item 2 from above.

3. Change Article VII – Officers, Section II Executive Board, item A as shown below:
Currently:  Executive Board Meetings shall be held preceding the regular Association meeting. At least 
five (5) members of the Board of Directors are required to be present to form a quorum.

Proposed:  Executive Board Meetings shall be held monthly at the discretion of the PLIA Board. At least 
seven (7) directors/officers are required to be present to form a quorum.

4. Eliminate Article VII – Officers, Section II Executive Board, item B
Currently:  An organizational meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held in May and June of each year.

Proposed:  Eliminate this item because it is now part of the proposed change in item #3 above.

5. Change Article VII – Officers, Section III, item A as shown below:
Currently:  The officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 
All shall be elected in June at the General Membership meeting.  Officers will serve a two- year term.

Proposed:  The officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 
All shall be elected by the Board of Directors at the first Executive Board Meeting following the summer 
General/Annual Membership meeting. Officers will serve a one-year term.

6. Change Article VII – Officers, Section IV Board of Directors, item A as shown below:
Currently: The Association Officers plus eight (8) elected members shall make up the Board of 
Directors. The 8 Board Members shall be elected for terms of two (2) years. Four Board Members 
shall be elected each year at the (June) Membership meeting

Proposed:  Twelve (12) elected members shall make up the Board of Directors. The twelve 
(12) Board Members shall be elected for terms of two (2) years. Six (6) Board Members shall be 
elected each year at the summer General/Annual meeting. This will allow for half the Board 
Members to be elected each year.        n
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Post Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District (PLP&RD)
SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE PLP&RD
• Upkeep and maintenance of the lakes three public boat landings
• Ownership and management of the dam
• Lake Management (Comprehensive Lake Management Plan)
• Weed Harvesting and Aquatic Invasive Species Management 
• Representative to the UW Extension Lakes, Citizen Lakes Monitoring 
  Network for water quality 
• Lake Safety, management of buoys and lake signage
• Shore land Restoration and Protection
• Work with other units of government & organizations associated  
  with the Lake
• Work with the WDNR to obtain State and Federal Funding for various 
  lake related projects
• Work with the WDNR on various Lake and Dam Management Issues

• Web Site Management (http://postlakes.org/)

Upper Post Lake, South Shore Boat Landing Improvements
In August, Lake District officials were notified that the district had been awarded a State of Wisconsin, Recreational Boating 
Facilities (RBF) grant of $141873. This grant is for improvements to the Upper Post Lake, South Shore Boat Landing. It is esti-
mated that upgrades to the landing could cost as much as $284.000. District officials are also seeking a second grant from the 
Federal Sport Fish Restoration (SFR) grant program. At the time of this writing, the Federal grants had not yet awarded for 2021. 

The following deficiencies will be addressed with the planned improvements:
Because of people power loading boats onto trailers, a significant washout has developed at the end of the concrete boat ramp. 
This washout is two foot deep and is twenty feet in length. Beyond the washout, a tailings pile of sand and gravel has accumulated 
into a 10 foot long mound that is less than 3’ deep in depth. This tailings pile is located approximately 45 feet from shore.  This 
situation has caused trailers to get hung-up at the end of the ramp and more than one prop has been lost on the tailings pile.       
Each year, winter ice pushes the existing concrete boat ramp further and further onto shore.  The Town of Elcho maintenance 
staff has so far been able to manage this issue by adding gravel to the front of the ramp, to smooth out the ramp transition.     
The WDNR requires that Post Lake have at least one boat landing that meets the American with Disabilities Act accessibility 
standards.  We presently do not have a launch that meets these ADA standards.   The South Shore Landing has been designated 
as the lakes ADA accessible landing.    
A paved parking area is included in the plans for this project.  The district will be required to provide an approved engineering 
plan to manage the water runoff into the lake.  

The ADA and runoff issues must be adequately addressed before permits will be issued for any major improvements at the landing.   

BOAT LAUNCH FEE INCREASED
This past May, Lake District officials increased the public boat launch fee from $1.00 to $3.00, at all three public landings.  
The fee increase will hopefully provide an improved funding source for future boat landing improvements.   The funds will 
be held in a dedicated account, to be used only for boat landing improvements.  This action will also improve the districts 
opportunities to obtain future boat landing improvement grants.  When evaluating grant applications, the WDNR consid-
ers user fees as a positive when scoring grant applications.  They look favorably on the users having a financial commit-
ment to help support these facilities.    

PLEASE VIST THE (PLP&RD) UPDATED WEBSITE  
We invite everyone from the Post Lake community to visit the district’s updated website: www.postlakes.org.  The site is 
designed to be informational, a place to find current developments on the lake and to view the status and description of 
the projects undertaken by the PLP&RD.  

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION
Property owners can obtain valuable information on how to maintain and restore their shorelines by visiting the districts 
web page at www.postlakes.org and going to the bottom of the front page and clicking on Shoreline Restoration.  Lan-
glade County is also an excellent resource and valuable shoreline management information can be found at https://www.
co.langlade.wi.us/departments/land-records-and-regulations/shoreland-restoration/restoration-planning/

PLP&RD Commission
Chairman: John Steber, jsteber@ymail.com  920-390-0405

Secretary: Phil McGrath, postlakepd@msn.com 773-450-5096

Treasurer: Tim Prunty, tjprunty24@gmail.com 715-216-2113

 
Members: 
Andy Joswiak, AJAJ_98@yahoo.com 715-846-3708

John Raisleger, jraisleger58@gmail.com 920-946-8015 

Jeff McKinney, jmckinney@co.langlade.wi.us 715-216-2530 
(Town of Elcho Rep.)          

Carol Feller Gottard,  caroljfg@gmail.com 715-623-3004  
(Langlade Co. Rep.)
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Here are some tips for winter driving and preparation, for your travel to and 
around, beautiful Post Lake.

1. Test your battery before the season and replace if needed.  Battery power 
drops with the temperature.  You don’t want to miss the New Year’s party!

2. Fresh winter wiper blades make a big difference in keeping your wind-
shield clear and helping to prevent ice build up

3. Keep your fuel tank at least half full to avoid fuel line freeze up.  Adding 
some Isopropyl when filling up, helps too.

4. Don’t use your cruise control, when ice and precipitation, are present or in the forecast.

5. Increase your following distance.  An eight to ten second gap will give you more time to react.  Let’s hope the driver behind 
you does the same!

6. Have a “Winter Auto Emergency Kit”.  My mother wouldn’t let me leave for school without one.  Include a blanket, hat, extra 
gloves, ice scraper with brush, hand-crank flashlight, jumper cables, first-aid kit, and a bottle of water.  Over the years, I’ve 
added duct tape to my kit, also…  Just in case a light road-side repair is needed.

7. Use a smooth pedal application on acceleration and on braking, to prevent wheel spin or skidding.  Pretend there’s a cup 
coffee in your lap and you don’t want to spill it.  Unless some winter donuts are in you plan!

8. Turn on your vehicle’s low beam headlights.  This helps you see and others to see you!

Let’s stay safe, and on the road, this winter.  Enjoy the season!      n

Jack Frost has arrived, and he looks to being staying 
for a while! 
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Family fun, cabin resort on beautiful Upper Post Lake!

2022 Sunset View Calendar of Events:
Saturday, May 28, Memorial Weekend - 3rd Anniversary & Summer Kick-off
Saturday, July 2 - Pre-fireworks Celebration, Food Truck, & music 
Sunday, July 3 - Post Lake Boat Parade, Beginning at Sunset View Resort
Saturday, August date TBD - 3rd Annual Water Walkers Ski Show
Saturday, September 3, Labor Day Weekend - End of Summer Bash

sunsetviewpostlake.com

715.275.3906
N11594 Post Lake Dr • Post Lake, WI 54428

CMYK / .eps

Tavern open year-round with
Full Bar, Pool, Darts, TVs, Free Wifi,
& Locally made Pizzas

Lakeside, patio seating with boat 
docking

Conveniently located on Snowmobile 
& ATV/UTV trail

•

•

•

Seasonal cabins with lakeside views, 
full kitchens, free Wifi DirectTV, 
boat rental, swimming area with 
water trampoline, dock space,
bean bags, & sand volleyball

Front row seat to the Annual PLIA
Ice Fishing Jamboree & 4th of July
Fireworks Celebration

•

•

 

                        Scan QR Code to go                    
to                      to the website for 
                             more details 
                                          

            

 

1 Bedroom Cabin     Sleeps 4 
Full Kitchen     Full Bath 

2 Bedroom Cabin    Sleeps 6 
Full Kitchen    Full Bath 

www.postlakecabins4rent.com 

VVAACCAATTIIOONN;;  

IItt’’ss  tthhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  yyoouu  ccaann  bbuuyy  
tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  yyoouu  rriicchheerr!!!!  

  
  

For questions and reservations call:   715-610-4592 
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During this upcoming winter 
season the DNR will complete 
the fish sticks project on 
Lower Post Lake near the 
south island.  This project 
was originally scheduled for 
the winter of 2020/2021 but 
the ice conditions changed 
before it could be completed.  
The DNR has stated it is a 
priority for them this winter.

In addition to the Lower Post Lake project the PLIA funded 
another fish sticks project for Upper Post Lake for this upcom-
ing 2021/2022 season. This project will also be coordinated 
with the DNR and will complement the original fish stick 
project completed last winter on Upper Post Lake. Together 
these fish stick projects will enhance the fish habitat for all 
to enjoy.      n

MUSKY MART
Convenience Store

Gas • Oil • Food • Beer • Liquor • Groceries 
24 HOUR PAT AT THE PUMP

Wade Novak
(715) 487-4033
Fax (715) 487-4098

723 Hwy 45
PO Box 68

Pelican Lake, WI  54463

Laundromat/
Bar/
Restaurant

$2

POST LAKE  
FISH STICKS UPDATE Is your property worth $25?

That is what it costs to become a member 
of the Post Lake Improvement Association. 
The PLIA works to maintain and improve our 
lakes, our properties and our community.

Closed Tuesdays & Wednesday

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS A 
MOOSE IN THE POST LAKE AREA!? 

A moose was seen swimming near 
the river entrance of Upper Post 
Lake in early June and additional 
sightings were also reported in fall.



Dear Members of the Post Lake Improvement Association, 

As the secretary of the PLIA, I feel it is necessary to present to the membership with a situation that is getting worse 
each year. It is the lack of volunteers for a few hours at each PLIA event. I will start out by thanking you for all of your 
generous financial support to the PLIA. It is truly appreciated. I would like to thank all the current and previous PLIA 
board members and volunteers for your work.  You know who you are. Without you there would not be a PLIA, PLIA 
Community Center, fireworks, Pavilion, fun events and newsletter would not exist.

But, before you complain, may I ask, when was the last time you volunteered to help at the Post Lake Improvement 
Association? Did I get your attention? I hope so, as the situation to get members to fill the PLIA Board of Directors 
is difficult. Often, not enough PLIA members run for PLIA board positions. Therefore, they remain vacant until a 
replacement can be recruited.  If you would be interested in serving on the board, please contact us.

Another desperate situation is the total lack of member volunteers. Currently, the PLIA board members and only 
about a handful of reliable volunteers work the events. They are usually the same volunteers at each event. The 
PLIA board of directors are glad to organize the PLIA events such as the Ice Fishing Jamboree, 4th of July fireworks, 
Funfest, membership meetings and semi-annual newsletters, but they cannot do it alone.  It appears the same 
board members and small group of volunteers do all the work. Also, at the last two all membership meetings less 
than a half dozen members came to talk about Post Lake, budget, new board members, etc. We need your ideas, 
opinions and other input. Please don’t be upset when you read this.  This is how the board members feel when we 
kindly ask for volunteers and only the same handful of PLIA members show up to help the Board of Directors with 
annual events. Going forward, the Post Lake Improvement Assn, may not be able to provide you with the services 
you enjoy. Please volunteer.

Respectfully, 

Carole Ziemendorf 
PLIA Board Secretary

LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY 

Volunteering is Fun!
FunFest 2021
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To educate, 

communicate and promote 

cooperation among organizations, 

individuals, government bodies, 

and the general public of  

Langlade and Oneida Counties, 

and to preserve, protect and  

enhance our waterways for  

present and future generations.

Mission
Statement
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PLIA Membership
Membership in the Post Lake Improvement Association (P.L.I.A) shows your support for our local Community.  Everyone 
benefits from the services, events, and programs that the PLIA and its volunteers support and provide.  

Membership dues and donations help to maintain the PLIA Buildings and Grounds that are available for use to everyone, 
stock walleyes in the lake, support the 4th of July Fireworks, run the Ice Fishing Jamboree, Funfest and Bullhead Tournament.

Dues and donations can be tax deductible and are accepted anytime during the year. Members who pay their dues will be 
able to vote at the General/Annual Membership Meeting held in the summer of each year. The date on your mailing label 
indicates the year through which your membership is paid. 

Donations may be mailed to or dropped off at the PLIA building any time. There are also donation boxes placed at Sunset 
View Resort, Twin Oaks Resort, and the Elcho Clubhouse for your convenience. Thank you for donating! As a non-profit 
organization, the PLIA would not exist without your generosity!

Please mail Membership form, below, along with payment to:
PLIA Building
Membership
PO Box 73
Elcho, WI 54428

Or visit our Website: postlakes.org and click on the “PL Improvement Association” tab.

Or Contact us:
(715) 777-5470
PLIAUpNorth@gmail.com

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________ STATE: __________  ZIP CODE:______________________

Home Phone: ____________________ Post Lake: __________________ Cell: ___________________________________ 

Post Lake Address (if different from above):_______________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
(To be used for Post Lake Improvement Association communication with you only, not sold or shared.)

May we contact you to volunteer at future PLIA Events?       ________ Yes          ________ No

MEMBERSHIP DUES $ ______________      ($25.00 Per Household, Membership Period 01/01/2021 -12/31/2021)

Fireworks $ ____________ Raffle Tickets $ _____________           Fish Stocking $ _________________

Building Maintenance Fund $ ___________       Misc. General Fund $ __________   

TOTAL DONATION  $ ___________________            Check #: ________________________

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION!



We all enjoy the beauty of our Post Lake area. Unfortunately, after a long winter 
and the snow melts in the spring our roadway ditches have a lot of trash in them. 
This trash is unsightly as well as being a breeding ground for mosquitos and ticks. 
Let’s work together to clean up the roadway!

Membership dues and donations help to maintain the PLIA Buildings and Grounds 
that are available for use to everyone, stock walleyes in the lake, support the 4th 
of July Fireworks, run the Ice Fishing Jamboree, Funfest and Bullhead Tournament.

Dues and donations can be tax deductible and are accepted anytime during the 
year. Members who pay their dues will be able to vote at the General/Annual 
Membership Meeting held in the summer of each year. The date on your mailing 
label indicates the year through which your membership is paid.

We start on CTH K and go east and west from the PLIA building. If we have enough 
volunteers, we will also hit the other side roads. We are typically done with clean 
up by noon. Adults and children are all welcome. Be a part of making a difference. 
Come help us keep the Post Lake area beautiful. Watch for a notice for volunteers 
on our Facebook page as well as the PLIA sign. For more information contact Mike 
Losinski at mlosinski@yahoo.com or phone: 715-570-9620                  n

    2022 POST LAKE SPRING ROAD CLEAN-UP
Volunteers Needed – Saturday, May 14, 2022 at 9:00am   

  Rent the PLIA Building & Pavilion for your Next Event! 
The PLIA Community Building is perfect for family reunions, weddings, showers, graduation parties, company parties,  
and more! It includes access to a full kitchen, restrooms, tables, chairs, a large flat screen TV, dance floor, and a 30 x 40’  
indoor/outdoor pavilion. Cater in or bring your own food and drinks!

PLIA Member Fees:

Less than 25 people - $50 per day 

25-100 people - $125 per day

Non-member Fees:

Less than 25 people - $75 per day

25-100 people - $150 per day

Contact Al Wendorf 608-573-0890 or  
arwendorf@hotmail.com for additional 
information and availability.     n
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Sunset View Resort postcard 1950

POST LAKE RESORTS
Submitted by: Connie Hubatch & Suzie Rabideau  

When we volunteered to write a story of Post Lake we did not know we 
had so much information. Now we don’t know where to stop. This beau-
tiful lake stretches north into Onieda County from the center of Section 
23 of the East Elcho Township. Long before the first pine was cut bands 
of Menominee and Chippewa Indians camped on the shores of Post Lake. 

The lake was created by lumbermen in their effort to transport logs south. 
In the fall, wooden dams were built all along the Wolf River only to be blown up in the spring to transport the numerous logs down 
to the sawmills in the 1800’s. Post Lake is four miles long. The water of Upper Post Lake started the log driving on the Wolf River 
below it and it would continue going from dam to dam until it reached its destination from Schiocton to Oshkosh. 

Conflicting name origins: 1. The word Sokaogon translates to “Post in the Lake” people because of a special significance of a post, 
possibly the remains of a petrified tree that stood in nearby Post Lake. “I come from Sokaogon (the place of the Post in the Lake), 
it’s like saying “I am from Chicago.” (Taken from the Sokaogon website) 2. The name Post Lake is believed to be attributed to the 
history that there was a trading post somewhere on the lake. 

No one is sure where the trading post was located. Many believe it was near the present (2020) location of Sunset View Resort 
on Upper Post Lake. Others believe it to be in the bay before the entrance to the Wolf River leaving Upper Post Lake. Some think 
it could have been at the site of the present dam. In the Wisconsin Magazine of History of March 1925 there is an account of an 
overland trip in 1863 from northern Michigan to Appleton. The following is a quotation from the same. “After leaving Lac Vieux 
Desert, the evening of the third day they reached the Wolf River station, which was kept by an old Indian sub-chief. They went into 
the house, where there were several Indians and two kettles boiling over the fire- one containing soup, the other potatoes. Meat 
was scarce on this road. When dinner was ready the old chief seated himself at the head of the table. The menu was soup and 
potatoes without salt. When the soup was served my father seeing particles of white meat floating in it asked what it was made of. 
The old chief, who could not talk English, pointed to an old mother dog and some puppies on the floor and then to the soup, and 
said “bow-wow”. As the travelers had no relish for bow-wow soup, they ate only potatoes for their dinner. They stayed all night and 
were charged three dollars each for dinner, lodging, and a breakfast consisting of more boiled potatoes.” This certainly occurred in 
Langlade County if not around Post Lake. 

As we reported earlier we had a number of historical subjects to talk about, so we choose resorts. Resort living/camping at Post 
Lake began in the early 1900’s with the first rental cabins built by C. W. Maney. He started with a couple of cabins and a couple 
of boats. His property was located on the west side of the bridge on County K. Mr. Maney lived here with his family and was also 
responsible for the building of the first school.

Another resort was “Northern Pines” or “Heart of the Pines” located on Upper Post Lake. It was built in the 1900’s by John Develins. 
When Mr. Develins died his wife married Frank Kuegler and they operated it as Kuegler’s Resort until the late 1920’s when Mr. 
and Mrs. Archie Betz bought it. In 1941 the property, which consisted of 240 acres, 25 of which was virgin timber and a mile and 
a quarter of lake frontage was purchased by the Knoke family. The Knokes built a 60’ x 60’ log lodge which slept 21 people. An 
existing golf course was turned into a landing strip which was in use until 1950, when a Knoke daughter and her husband crashed 
on take-off and were killed. The vacant property was eventually planted with 75,000 Norway pines. Although the original house 
remains, the entire property was sold in 1961 for $75,000 and has become home to many private residences. The area did have 
damage from the wind storm of 2019 but in true lumberman spirit, people go with the flow (of the river).

A private resort built in 1896 on Breezy (Windy) Point on the west side of Lower Post Lake was known as the Chicago Hunting/
Gun Club. The property has been in private hands for 87 years but is currently on the market. But... that is a story for another time.

Other resorts/camping facilities are (not a complete list):

Upper Post Lake Resorts: Boomer’s Bayside Resort and Marina (possibly the original C.W. Maney resort); Deer Park Resort; Sunset 
View and Resort (open); Rab’s Ranch; Venn’s Journey’s End aka Raven’s Haven; Palou’s; Gehring’s; Katch’s Pine Point; Hank and Al-
ice’s Modern Cabins: Pine Grove Resort. In between the Lakes: Shady Brook Campground-RV campers aka Cmelak’s Trailer Camp 
aka Gil’s T.C. (open) Oak Ridge Campground (open): Gephart’s Big Pine Resort. Lower Post Lake: Twin Oaks Resort (open); Piney 
Woods Campground; Hunter’s Cove originally Kieports Resort.     n

11



12

 

COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING MATERIALS 
 

MILLWORK  *  TOMMY DOCKS  *  LUMBER 
 

ELECTRICAL  *   HARDWARE  *   PLUMBING 
 

PAINTS & STAINS  *  CABINETS 
 

CONTRACTOR REFERRALS 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

EQUIPMENT RENTAL CENTER 
 

N11173 HWY.45 
ELCHO, WISCONSIN 54428 
PHONE: (715) 275-3700 

Info@bsielcho.com 
www.bsielcho.com 

 

Daily & Nightly Specials • Large Groups Welcome

Gary & Sherri Gerrits
656 County Rd G • Pelican Lake, WI 54463

(715) 487-5290
Located Right on

the Trail
Open 7 Days

a Week

Gerrit’s
 Lakeview Inn

 

                               Scan QR Code for MLS 
                     listings that are 
                                          available 
                                          

            

 

Antigo Office   
816 Superior St    715-627-4885 

Elcho Office   
N11377 Clear Lake Rd    715-275-5059 

www.absolute-realtors.com 

715-610-4590 715-216-1566 715-610-2393 715-889-2071 



When Can I Burn?
Langlade County is in the intensive area of the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WI DNR) fire protection area. This means that an annual burn permit is 
required year-round for debris burning, except if the ground is completely snow 
covered. Annual burn permits are not required for small campfires for warming 
and cooking purposes. Burning debris in a campfire ring is NOT considered 
a campfire. There may be separate burning restrictions for the blowdown area 
due to an abundance of downed timber from the 2019 windstorm, additional 
information can be found on the DNR website. 

The following materials are legal to burn in Wisconsin: brush, leaves, pine needles, 
grass, clean wood, non-recyclable paper/cardboard. The following materials are 
illegal to burn in Wisconsin: garbage, plastics, shingles, foam, furniture, wire, metal, 
vinyl/rubber products, oil-based products, electronics, and painted, stained or 
treated wood. Always consider alternatives to burning. 

Before burning, check he WI DNR website (dnr.wi.gov, keyword “fire”) or call 
1-888-WIS-BURN (947-2876) for current up to date burning regulations & fire danger. 
There may be additional restrictions in the blowdown area that differ from the 
rest of Langlade County, this information will be listed in the Burning Permit 
Restrictions area online & also available via phone automated information.

 

Burn permit restriction details:  715-582-5040 NE WI 

Local contact:  Wes Phillips 715-219-8989                   n
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PUBLIC SERVICE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elcho Area Community 
Food Pantry
In the Elcho area there is a great 
need amongst our residents for assis-
tance with providing nutritional sup-
plements for daily sustenance. If you 
or someone you know are in need 
please come to the Pantry to sign-up. 
The building is located right in the 
center of Elcho at 11224 Antigo St. 
They are open on Mondays from 2:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 
from 4-6 p.m. If you would like to 
volunteer or make a food or mon-
etary donation please visit the food 
pantry during these hours or email 
elchofood1@gmail.com. You can also 
check them out on Facebook for the 
most up to date information.

Town of Elcho Garbage &  
Recycle Dump Facilities
The homeowner ID Card MUST be in 
possession of each vehicle bringing 
items to the dumps. This is enforced 
at both locations, no exceptions! 
Trash/garbage and recyclables must 
be separated. NO plastic bags can be 
deposited in the recycle dumpsters. 
These restrictions are important to 
maintain services. 

Highway K  @ Co. Road U                           
Tuesday           1:00 - 4:00 p.m.                                  
Saturday          9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                         
Sunday            9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                        

Enterprise Lake Road  
Wed           1:00 - 4:00 p.m.   
Saturday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.          
Sunday     8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - summer 
Sunday     9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. -  winter 

The dumps are closed on all major 
holidays. There are no special clean-up 
dates. If you have questions regarding 
what can be discarded, talk to the atten-
dants for clarification. Anyone caught 
dumping outside the dump gates will 
be fined $250.  

Contact the town office to purchase a 
new permit or replacement permit by 
calling (715) 275-3309.

e-mail: townofelcho@gmail.com   
Web-site: www.townofelcho.com  
Office is located at N11234 Dorr St.    
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YEAR ROUND CABIN RENTALS 
Daily or Weekly  

 
Full Service Bar w/Pizza   

  

Bar Closed Mon & Tues 
 

Sand beach    Docks   Boating & Fishing 
 
ON ATV & SNOWMOBILE TRAIL!! 

 
N10870 Circle Drive, Elcho, WI 

Bar or rental: 715-275-3917 

Full Service Salon
• Haircuts

• Highlights
• Waxing

• Color

Call for an Appointment

715-275-5225
N11263 Antigo St. (Hwy 45), Elcho, WI 54428 
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Renee IrishRenee Irish
Post Lake Summer ResidentPost Lake Summer Resident

Since 1987Since 1987
715.216.1063715.216.1063 

Ken SchiefelbeinKen Schiefelbein
Post Lake Year Round ResidentPost Lake Year Round Resident

Since 2017Since 2017
772.559.8053772.559.8053 

Amy PaikowskiAmy Paikowski
Post Lake Year Round ResidentPost Lake Year Round Resident

Since 2006Since 2006
715.777.5470715.777.5470 

THE BIGGEST NAMES IN REALTY ON POST LAKE!THE BIGGEST NAMES IN REALTY ON POST LAKE! 

Call for a FREE Market Analysis. Sell Quickly for Top Dollar!Call for a FREE Market Analysis. Sell Quickly for Top Dollar!

Proudly serving Post Lake,Proudly serving Post Lake,
Langlade, Oneida, Forest, Lincoln, & Oconto CountiesLanglade, Oneida, Forest, Lincoln, & Oconto Counties

C E N T U RY  21
Northwoods Team

®

2021 BULLHEAD TOURNAMENTS
What a success! Thank you to all who participated in our catch and 

no-release bull head tournaments this last summer. Tournaments 

were held both Memorial and Labor Day weekends. Fishing times 

begin each Friday and end at noon for the weigh-in on Sunday at 

the PLIA pavilion. No registration is required and there is no limit 

restrictions for bullheads. Fish are registered by total weight and 

all are donated to REGI. Cash prizes are awarded to adults for first 

second and third places. Prizes also awarded to one boy and one 

girl fifteen years and younger for heaviest total. The DNR requires 

a valid fishing license for those who qualify.

The Raptor Education Group Inc. (REGI) put on a demonstration at 

the PLIA pavilion after the Memorial Day weigh in. This event was 

co-hosted by the PLIA and the Post lake Protection & Rehab District. 

REGI is a non-profit organization located in Antigo, dedicated 

to caring for birds from endangered or threatened species for 

rehabilitation and educational purposes. Several species of hawks 

and owls were displayed during the presentation.      n



This newsletter is published by:  Post Lake Improvement Association, Inc. 
PO Box 73  Elcho, Wisconsin  54428 

www.postlakes.org           ©2021 – All rights reserved

What is PLIA?
The Post Lake Improvement Association  
is an association formed and continued  
to “preserve, protect and enhance our  
Post Lake waterways” as stated in he PLIA 
Mission Statement. In addition, the PLIA 
works to preserve, protect and enhance  
the land around our Lakes, both Upper  
and Lower.

What are the Benefits of  
PLIA membership?

 � Belonging to an active lake community

 � A voice for your interests, ideas and concerns

 � Activities and Events year-round

 � Use the Community Building and Pavillion

 � Attention to issues and needs of the  

Post Lakes

 � Conributing to the growth of our area

800-822-3636 / zientaraco.com

PLIA is always looking for fun  
and friendly people to help  
at various events. Also, we  
welcome new Association  
members at any time.

 

Become a part of  
the PLIA Community!

RECREATIONALRECREATIONAL
RENTALSRENTALS  LLCLLC

PONTOONS - OUTBOARD MOTORS - FISHING BOATS

PH.  715-484-4106
FAX 715-484-2030

EMAIL: MSPORTS@WILDBLUE.NET - MOTORSPORTSMARINE.COM


